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Your Physical Therapy Resume Can Have Heart

A physical therapy resume will be your most important tool in marketing yourself to find the 
job you’re looking for. As a physical therapist, you probably have a lot of passion for caring 
for other people. Employers like to see this passion, so make sure it shows through in your 
resume. While it’s important to have all of the necessary qualifications and skills for the 
position, showing that you will put your heart into your job will indicate to your potential 
employer that you will take your job seriously and work hard.

 
A resume is a marketing tool, so when writing a resume you should emphasize your best attributes. It’s important to 
show how you will add value to the organization you are applying to.

A resume for a physical therapist position should be brief and precise. Try putting yourself in your potential 
employer’s shoes. Ask yourself, “If I were the employer, what kinds of attributes would I want to see in an 
applicant?” The answer to this should be fully incorporated in your resume.

A physical therapist’s resume should be condensed to the bare essentials. It should contain the skills you possess, 
certifications, and individual accomplishments that are relevant to the position you’re applying for. All irrelevant 
information will do is clutter the page and make it harder for the potential employer to find what he’s looking for.

For a physical therapist position, employers like to see what ambitions you possess. They like to hire employees who 
have a passion for the job. A genuine love of what you do can make all the difference in relationships of trust with 
clientele. Therefore, make sure this love shows through in your resume.

Another reason why physical therapist employers like recruiting individuals with passion for the job is because they 
do their jobs with excellence once they are employed. Most people involved in the physical therapy industry do it 
because they want to help others and make a difference in people’s lives. Therefore, exuding a love of the job in your 
resume will be a good indication to your potential employer that you will be motivated to the job well.

The experience section of a physical therapist resume should include previous places of employment and positions 
and responsibilities held, especially if the skills involved are applicable to position you are trying to obtain. Be 
specific about your past achievements. For example, you can say, “as a licensed physical therapist for the past five 
years working in a busy public hospital, I offered rehabilitative services for infants both at the outpatient and in 
patient wards. In addition, I offered the same services for senior citizens, young adults and children whenever I was 
called upon to do so.” In this section, key words are essential. Use action verbs to enumerate the skills you gained 
and the successful activities you carried out.

With the advancement in technology, most companies nowadays use sophisticated software to weed out prospective 
employees who do not meet certain requirements. Using keywords will not guarantee you a position, but it will 
definitely increase your chances of your resume being read and you being considered for an interview.
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The key words that may be necessary to include in your resume for a physical therapist position 
include the title of your degree, membership of a professional physical therapist’s association, 
job titles held previously, areas of specialization, specific skills, and certifications.

As an individual seeking a physical therapist position, ensure that after you’ve written your 
resume, you go over it again and again to ensure that there are no mistakes in it. Have a friend 
look over it as well to catch any mistakes that you passed over. Your resume should be in its best 
possible condition in order to impress a potential employer.

You have likely chosen physical therapy as a career path because you are passionate about helping people; 
therefore, use this passion to write an excellent resume. By writing about your qualifications in a way that exudes 
your enthusiasm for the position, you are sure to get noticed and will be well along your way to getting the job you 
desire.


